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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act, MCL 15.263 ET SEQ., as amended to 
hold City Council meetings electronically:   
  

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, May 
12, 2021, called to order at 7:54 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke 

        (All members present in Sylvan Lake, Oakland County, Michigan.) 
          
     Absent:   None 
 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Cowper, to approve the City Council Agenda for May 
12, 2021, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the following items on the consent 
agenda as submitted. 
 

A. April 14, 2021 Regular Meeting and April 27, 2021 study session minutes  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12171-12172, DD4217-4240, EFT1555-

1563, STUB 139; and A/P check #’s 51372-51406, EFT 2396-2411; ACH 2412-
2415; TOTALING: $189,067.83. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police for March 2021 
D. Re-enacting Ordinance 355 Indoor Vehicle Storage 

 
 Yes: Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
Phil Ross, Cable representative, reported the Greater West Bloomfield Michigan Week 
Community Awards will be virtual through Megacast on Civic Center TV, Channel 15, and 
AT&T Channel 99 on May 19, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  The “Splash” will return to Civic Center TV at 
the end of May.  That is Live 10:00 a.m. – noon.  Coronavirus updates are available at Civic 
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Center TV.  This includes updates from Governor Whitmer and Oakland County Executive 
David Coulter.  Ross announced if anyone is having problems with Comcast or AT&T, 
committee representatives are happy to help to look into the problem.   
 
Chief Bassett thanked Parks and Rec for the Sylvan Shuffle.  He ran in the special event.   
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
 
There were 26 public guests.   
 
Patricia Ballard asked everyone to wear orange for National Gun Awareness Day, June 4th.  For 
more information go to wearorange.org.  Chief Bassett added the police department always has 
free gun locks for anyone to get.   
 
Graham Cousens recalled council candidates running for the last election stating they would 
focus on the Orchard Lake Corridor if elected.  He is not seeing much progress yet and is not 
sure why it isn’t on any agenda.  He sees Kelli Krause’s S4 Facebook group promoting 
businesses and Clerk Dryden sending out newsbytes for food trucks but asked when will City 
Council turn their sites to the businesses and help them revitalize.   
 
Aron Lorenz thanked Martin for the excellent budget presentation and to City Council members 
who put the infrastructure millage on the ballot last November.  He thanked Mayor Clarke for his 
presentation at the State of Communities.  Lorenz also addressed the Orchard Lake Corridor and 
would like City Council to revisit the PUD.  The PUD is only a tool to help investors get the 
highest investment.  He would like to see a walkable area for Sylvan Lake.  He is not a fan of a 2 
mill increase until the PUD is rewritten.   
 
Midge Davidson announced the Blood Drive raised 30% more this year.  She acknowledged Liz 
Zubrzycki as her team mate, and they are planning the next drive. 
 
  
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Martin reviewed this is our busiest time of year.  We’re working on parks, streets, street signs, 
buildings, sand, mailbox racks, kayak racks, etc. Please be patient as we work on all of the 
projects and beautification of the City. 
 
Planning Commission continues to meet and discuss the Master Plan and still looking for more 
participation.  Hopefully, we will be able to meet in person soon.   
 
We had a bunch of stuff happening in the City since our last meeting.  The Special Election for 
West Bloomfield School was last Tuesday.  These special elections are interesting and a little 
frustrating.  These elections are held the same as a regular November election.  Meaning, 
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preparation, setup, mailing, advertising, City Hall being open the Saturday before, an all-day 
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. election, etc.  With this particular West Bloomfield Election, there were a 
total of 31 votes cast – 22 AV and 9 voters at the polls.   
 
West Bloomfield held another successful HHW collection day.  We don’t have the number of SL 
participants yet, but he is sure it was a good turnout as usual. 
 
Blood drive –  Martin thanked Midge Davidson for setting up the Blood Drive and volunteers to 
help again this year.  This is a lot of work for a great cause.  It was a great day. 
 
Park cleanup – Martin thanked Patrick Runk, Parks and Rec, and all of the volunteers to help 
beautify the parks, getting them ready for summer every year.  Another quick note of thanks to 
Patrick Runk and Jon Farms for replacing all of the boards on all of our picnic tables and 
painting them.  That is more work than it sounds like and a great help to our DPW. 
 
Memorial Park Cleanup – Thank you to Robin Reisig and crew for continually cleaning and 
maintaining memorial park year after year.  It does not go unnoticed. 
 
Food trucks – Thank you Kelli Krause for your continued enthusiasm for getting people together 
and for vetting and getting various food trucks to come into the City and getting people together.  
She does check them all out before inviting them to Sylvan Lake. This weekend is Petey’s 
Donuts.  
 
The annual Home and Garden Plant Exchange is Sat. June 5th in memorial park. 
 
The annual Sylvan Shuffle was this past weekend and a great success as usual.  A beautiful but 
chilly morning with about 75 adults and about 10 kids participating.  Thank you parks and rec for 
your continued work and volunteerism with these events. 
 
City wide garage sale will be May 27 – 29 and you can register and get a sign at City Hall.   
 
The Community Garden that will be at the Community Center where the horseshoe pits are, is 
moving forward.  There are a few things that need to be taken care of to get water to the area, 
and then they will work on the garden area itself.  Martin thanked Jon Farms for his excitement 
on this project. 
 
Martin announced, regretfully there will not be a Memorial Day Parade again this year.  If it 
were in a couple of months, maybe things would be different, but maybe not.  But it was decided 
not to hold the parade this year due to continued health concerns, especially for the elderly that 
would attend.  That decision was not made lightly. However, those that have served and are still 
serving our Country haven’t been forgotten.  Jim Smith and Kathy Robbins have been working 
diligently on ways to honor and remember Sylvan Lake Veterans and those we have lost, and 
they will be doing some very special things. What he believes is sadder about not having a 
parade this year, is the grief they have gotten from some residents that are more than willing to 
sharply criticize the committee’s decision to not have a parade.  Sadly, he believes it is an 
indication of the state of affairs in our city, state, and nation, and even the world, where people 
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feel they have the right to reprimand these very hard-working volunteers for their decision this 
year.  There isn’t an offer to help, just hurtful words and ridicule. Unfortunately, that is 
becoming more normal.   
 
Lastly, on a more positive note, the preparation of the 100th anniversary celebration of the 
founding of the Village of Sylvan Lake,  is going swimmingly.  Again, the celebration will be 
August 26, at the Community Center, beginning in the afternoon and continuing into the 
evening.  Several committees have been formed with several people on each.  They are meeting 
regularly to refine activities like, historical presentations, kids of Sylvan Lake art exhibit, 
speakers and guests, kid’s activities, music, food, a special premier of a Sylvan History Book, 
honorary award, and a recognition of government leaders – past and present.   
 
Summer’s coming up quickly and it will be gone before we know it.  Enjoy every minute.  Stay 
positive. Be nice. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Salemi thanked Martin for his hard work on the budget.  He thanked Parks & Rec for the park 
cleanup.   
 
Segal asked with more people waking and biking on the trail for drivers to slow down as they 
approach the trail.  She has spoken with Martin to get more signage.  Segal has only noticed two 
geese around her area. She is staying positive the dogs are working. Segal reenforced the 100th 
anniversary celebration, Aug 26th and invited everyone.  She thanked Kelli Krause for promoting 
local businesses and getting the food trucks. 
 
Cowper thanked all who volunteer.  It really makes a difference. He encouraged everyone to tell 
their neighbors and friends to join the meeting.  Cowper noted, not only does Kelli Krause 
promote local and surrounding community businesses but calls them to see if they are open to the 
promotion and the traffic they will receive from it.  Some refuse because they are not able to 
accommodate because of staffing.   
 
Zubrzycki thanked the Parks & Rec for the park cleanup and shuffle and Midge for the Blood 
Drive.    He asked how often the dogs chase the geese.  Segal replied, 2-3 times a day.  
Zubrzycki congratulated Don Newman on his Hidden Treasure Award and thanked the city for 
the recognition.  Lastly he wanted to make sure the annual garage sale is a fundraising event 
through the Home and Garden Tour.  Martin confirmed he is correct.  Zubrzycki added it is a $20 
fee but you get free advertising and signs.  He feels with the food trucks there should be a small 
permit fee.  He has people concerned with this.   
 
Clarke thanked Parks & Rec for the shuffle and park cleanup.  He expressed Patrick Runk, Patty 
Harrop and Jon Farms do a lot of behind-the-scenes things.  The other day he saw them prepping 
the rec room for painting and the floor.  Clarke remaindered everyone Petey’s Donut Food Truck 
is Sunday 9 a.m.  He thanked Kelli Krause for providing a dining diversity.  He is hoping one of 
these food trucks will fall in love with Sylvan and move here to make it their permanent home.  
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The food truck dates are on the city events calendar.  He asked everyone to support local 
businesses.  Clarke asked everyone to support Gun Awareness June 4th by wearing orange.   
 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
     R2-004-21 B-004-21   
A.  Resolution establishing the Cost for the Collection of Trash, Recycling, Leaves, etc. for 

2021/22 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to adopt the resolution establishing the annual 
fee for the collection of solid waste, recycling, yard waste, leaves, etc. at $197.64 annually per 
residential unit as a special assessment. 
 
 Yes:   Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal 
 No:     None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
B.  Millage Rate Resolution Adopting 2021/22 Millage Rates 

 
Aron Lorenz repeated he hopes City Council will look at the PUD again before proposing 2 more 
mills.   
     R2-005-21 B-005-21 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to adopt the millage rate resolution for 2021/22 
totaling 17.8872 mills as presented.  
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
C.  Appropriations Resolution Adopting 2021/22 Budget 

     R2-006-21 B-006-21 
Moved by Salemi, seconded Cowper, to adopt the appropriations resolution stating the 

budgeting standards and setting the budget for 2021/22 totaling $4,428,847 as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Cowper, Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 

 
D.  Certify Delinquent Water/Sewer and Account Receivable Bills to 2021 Tax Roll 

     T-003-21 
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 Moved by Segal, seconded Salemi, to approve certifying the delinquent water/sewer bills 
and outstanding accounts receivable bills totaling $2,352.71 to the summer tax roll as presented.  
 
 Yes:  Salemi, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper 
 No:   None  
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
E.  Audit Contract 2022-2024 

     CA-001-21 
Martin explained  
 
 Moved by Cowper, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the letter of understanding with Janz 
& Knight for auditing services through June 30, 2024.   
 
 Yes:  Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Salemi 
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
F.  Discussion – Annual Fireworks M-001-21 

 
Martin explained with the most recent MDHHS regulations for outdoor gathers, he has made 
rough calculations and feels we can allow the fireworks this year, but Council will need to 
discuss how to make this happen with limiting the number of people and safely holding the 
event.   
 
Council all agreed they want the event to happen. Possibly opening it only to residents and 
eight guests with their park tag.  Clarke suggested not allowing parking at the Community 
Center but using it for food trucks that night.  No advertising of the event except locally.  The 
no parking on the streets helps, but he feels local businesses shouldn’t open their parking lot 
either.   Possibly selling wrist bands for admission.  Council will continue discussion with 
Martin .  Martin will talk with the Chief too.   
 
Graham Cousens stated the Oakland County Boat Club is currently planning the fireworks as 
they did last year over Otter Lake.  He knows they prefer to do here over Sylvan.  Mayor Clarke 
ask Cousens to inform the OCBC that Council is in favor of holding the fireworks.   
 
Midge Davidson feels residents would volunteer to help out with wrist band sales or check in 
locations.   

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
  Moved by Cowper, seconded Zubrzycki, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
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 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


